Introduction and Dedication
In the foreword to Cycads ': Status Survey and Conservation Action Plan (2003) , Knut Norstog wrote:
Cycads are the most ancient, still-living seed plants with fossils that date to the late Carboniferous period some 300-325 million years ago. I have sometimes used the analogy of the Rosetta Stone for the fund of information stored within the living cycads and its importance to the interpretation of plant biology. You will recall that the Rosetta Stone was a slab found in 1799 near Rosetta, a town in Egypt near the mouth of the Nile, and which bore parallel inscriptions in Greek and Egyptian hieroglyphics. This discovery made it possible to decipher Ancient Egyptian writing and revealed many aspects of this great culture that were previously unknown. In a similar way, the very ancient structures and developmental pathways of cycads enable us to make connections between the early origins of seed plants and their present-day counterparts.
Knut was eclectic in his research interests and publications on cycad biology, and volume 70, numbers 1 and 2 of the Botanical Review reflect his interests, with articles ranging from ultrastructure to tissue culture to field biology.
The articles contained in the present two issues are one of the products of the Fifth International Conference on Cycad Biology, held at the Fairchild Tropical Garden in August 1999 immediately following the XVI International Botanical Congress, held in St. Louis. Knut was an enthusiastic supporter of and principal participant in the triennial meetings on cycads, and the 1999 conference was no exception. Even though Knut could not go to Miami, he met with most of us in St. Louis and was well informed as to the content of those meetings. Knut understood full well that research is built upon the progress of our predecessors. In the case of Knut Norstog, he has given us such a prodigious amount of research on cycads and in all areas of cycad biology that we certainly have a formidable task in front us.
In the history of cycadology there are perhaps three great names: Friedrich Anton M iquel in the mid-nineteenth century, Charles Joseph Chamberlain in the first half of the twentieth century, and Knut Jon Norstog in the latter part of the twentieth century. What makes these three stand out was their eclectic interest and ability to be multidisciplinary in their research. Each of them also had very successful ventures into plant groups other than cycads. Each of them was an outstanding teacher and mentor. The only one of them whom any of us knew personally was Knut, and if he is any example then the others must have been wonderful people.
Most botanists are either specialists in a group of plants, such as cycads, or a specialist in an area, such as plant anatomy. Knut, however, was broadly trained and thus a recognized specialist in many areas--plant anatomy, plant ultrastructure, plant tissue culture, and histochemistry --as well as in different plant groups, such as cycads and grasses. He kept abreast of new methods and approaches but did so judiciously and was not one to be accused of "hopping on the bandwagon." As result of his wide expertise he was able to write the current definitive text on cycad biology as well as an introductory botany book and an introductory biology text.
Knut Norstog always had a kind word, did not think ill of anyone, and was always positive in his outlook. I am sure that all of us who knew Knut share the same feeling--that our lives were that much better and enriched for having known him. So we dedicate these issues of the Botanical Review to his memory.
--DENNIS WM. STEVENSON, Editor The New York Botanical Garden Bronx, NY 10458, U.S.A. 
